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Guelph May 25, '16. | 


Dear Fred and Geills, 


I don't suppose anyone has written you the particulars | 
of Ollie's sickness and death. I know Father has written, but I don't know 
what he told you. I have been so exhausted from my part in Toronto, that I 
have not been able to do much since except sleep for of course there was 
not much sleep there. Two weeks before Ollie died she went to the hospital | 
to have a small cist removed from the uterus. Jack McCullogh performed that | 
operation and Ollie recovered completely. | 

I went to Toronto to see her two days after & she was sitting up in bed 
having a good time reading and seeing friends. It was called a very minor 
operation and she suffered no pain from Ate 

Ten days later she was ready to go home & I was expecting her here to 
recuperate and be out of the way of the house-moving, when she took a sud- 
den pain in her side. 

Dr. Bruce was called in & thought it might be appendicitis. In less than 
twenty-four hours from the time the pain started, her pulse went over 150 
& her temperature to nearly 105. 


was thought to be dying. Some neighbor there & Hugh Kilgour (who is a gem) 
stayed at the hospital all night with Errett. SCR EEE 
ing Edith phoned us to come so Walter & I went down. ; 

Ollie was dying when we got there & knew it but was game. She was th ; 
only one who could talk & kept everybody in the room from breaking down with 
her bright remarks. She did not see the children at all & the two youngest 
know nothing of her death at all. They think she is still in the hospital. 

‘Mrs. Sheppard arrived at eight o'clock from California that morning so 
had nearly five hours of Ollie's consciousness. At one o'clock Jack McC. who 
never left Ollie during 24 hours, gave her an opiate & she sank into a sleep 
in which she quietly passed away at 6.10 Monday evening. | | 

Tt all seems like a dream yet, or rather a night-mare. Walter & I had to 
go to the undertakers & do all that part of the business & it was a horrible 
task, 7 l 
Mrs. Sheppard was tired out & had to stay in bed till after the funeral 
so Edith & I had everything to look after. Errett had his D [or L). W. friends 
for pallbearers. And Mr. Back, the presbyterian minister at Lawrence Park 
conducted the service very simply & beautifully. 

We got a beautiful plot near a big tree not far from the gate in the old 
cemetary & little David was buried with Ollie. 
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Dr. Stewart & Lil & Father went to the funeral from Guelph & Stewart Tolton 
was there & a great comfort to Errett. He mowed the lawn for Errett & helped 
us decorate. For we made Ollie as beautiful as possible & all around her was 
a garden, the whole woods brought into the house. 

We put on her prettiest dress & the grey cloth casket was covered com- 
pletely & I think most artistically with flowers (If I do say so who should 
not). That was all much appreciated by Errett for he wanted everything about 
her to be as beautiful as possible. 

Mother was cuite unable to go. She Ñas not at all regained her former 
strength. Edith, the three children & one maid come home next Monday. The o- 
ther maid will move the household stuff and take two weeks holidays before 
coming up. Then the nursemaid will be discharged. 

The good maid, Edith & the children will either take a cottage near us 
in Muskoka, or go to Glenmount or ----berrys for most of the summer. 

The maid is accustomed to take full charge of the children & does it well. 
She tutored Sandy for the past year. | 

Frrett will likely take his business trip down east - Nova Scotia - some 
time in June & after that spend as much time as possible with the children 
wherever they will be. 

It looks as though we have to go to Norway Point. Our children are most 
insistent on it. We had planned to ga take our pony but I don't know now, It 
is so wild we are all frightened of it & wish we could sell it. It is a per- 
fect beauty, but too lively for little fils to handle with safety. It is a 
great disappointment to all of us. I forgot to say that Josephine came down 
from Port Arthur in time for the funeral. She is going to be in Toronto all 
summer with her two children as her husband is going to the war. She is just 
as beautiful as ever though very thin. | 

I also forgot to say when speaking of the second operation that both Doc- 
tors said the peritonitas had no connection with the first operation absolute- 
ly none & that it could not be accounted for. : 

/ The bug might have come from Grippe which Ollie had just recovered from. 
It was a very mild attack of grippe though. 

A letter from you Fred or rather Géills I believe says that Mrs. McCrae 7 
is very sick with her ear trouble & frontal Sinus. I am very very sorry she 
is so afflicted. I very much hope it is not so serious as it was some years 
ago in Brandon. Mrs. McCrae's paper arrived a few days ago. The last meeting 

took place some weeks ago. Shall we send the paper back to Brandon or keep 
it here in safety? | 

We took Mother & our children out to Gorky's bridge yesterday & caught 
eleven fish & gathered huge bunches of triliums, violets & wild blossoms. Fa- 
ther bowled & won a prize. I have not said anything about Errett. I don't 
like even thinking aboutvhis problem. He will do his best, of that I am sure, 
Life is very queer after thirty & before. 

Sandy will stay with us & go to school. Next fall he is going to boarding 
school, That was as Ollie planned & I think it will be carried out. He needs 
training badly, too much used to his own way & roaming where & when he likes. 
Love to all, Annie. / Let us hear good news of Mrs. McCrae soon. 


